Catalogue no. 45280001 


STATCAN COVID-19: DATA TO INSIGHTS FOR A BETTER CANADA 


COVID-19 pandemic: Impacts on the work 
placements of postsecondary students in Canada 


by Katherine Wall 


Release date: May 25, 2020 


ge] Statistics sialisiaee 
Canada nada 


Canada 


How to obtain more information 


For information about this product or the wide range of services and data available from Statistics Canada, visit our website, 


www.statcan.gc.ca. 


You can also contact us by 


Email at STATCAN. infostats-infostats.S TATCAN@canada.ca 


Telephone, from Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., at the following numbers: 


e Statistical Information Service 


e National telecommunications device for the hearing impaired 


e Fax line 


Depository Services Program 


e Inquiries line 
e Fax line 


Standards of service to the public 


Statistics Canada is committed to serving its clients in 
a prompt, reliable and courteous manner. To this end, 
Statistics Canada has developed standards of service 
that its employees observe. To obtain a copy of these 
service standards, please contact Statistics Canada 
toll-free at 1-800-263-1136. The service standards are also 
published on www.statcan.gc.ca under “Contact us” > 
“Standards of service to the public”. 


1-800-263-1136 
1-800-363-7629 
1-514-283-9350 


1-800-635-7943 
1-800-565-7757 


Note of appreciation 


Canada owes the success of its statistical system to a 
long-standing partnership between Statistics Canada, the 
citizens of Canada, its businesses, governments and other 
institutions. Accurate and timely statistical information 
could not be produced without their continued co-operation 
and goodwill. 


Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada 


© Her Majesty the Queen in Right of Canada as represented by the Minister of Industry, 2020 


All rights reserved. Use of this publication is governed by the Statistics Canada Open Licence Agreement. 


An HTML version is also available. 


Cette publication est aussi disponible en fran¢ais. 


STATCAN COVID-19: DATA TO INSIGHTS FOR A BETTER CANADA 


COVID-19 pandemic: Impacts on the work placements of 
postsecondary students in Canada 


by Katherine Wall 


Cancellation of work placements raises academic and financial concerns 
among postsecondary students 


The COVID-19 pandemic has had a number of impacts on the labour market situation of postsecondary 
students, with one being the cancellation of work placements such as co-op work terms, internships, practicums 
and residencies. 


A recent crowdsourcing data collection 

completed by over 100,000 postsecondary 

students from April 19 to May 1, 2020 provides 

insight on how their work placements were 

impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. Readers an ad 
should note that crowdsourcing data are not 

based on sampling principles. As a result, the 
findings reported below cannot be applied 
to the overall postsecondary student population 
in Canada. However, given the large number of 
participants, the results offer valuable insights 
on the experiences of participating students 
(see methodology section). 


Over one-third (35%) of participants had a work 
placement cancelled or delayed as a result 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. This proportion 
was relatively similar among those enrolled in 
a college or CEGEP diploma (32%), a bachelor’s 
degree (36%) and a doctoral program (32%). In contrast, it was higher for participants enrolled in a master’s 
or professional degree (45%). 


There were also differences by field of study across all levels of education. Crowdsourcing participants studying 
in the services (e.g. hairdressing, cooking) or health care fields were the most likely to have reported cancellations 
or postponements in their work placements (Chart 1). This is likely because work placements are particularly 
common, and sometimes mandatory, in these fields. Conversely, those in the arts, humanities and social 
sciences (26%) or science (30%) were the least Likely to have reported a work placement was postponed or cancelled. 
Work placements are less common in these fields, so fewer students may have had one in the first place. 2 


1. Data on the typical prevalence of work placements in different fields of study are from the National Graduates Survey, 2018. 
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Chart 1 
Proportion of participants with a work placement cancelled or delayed due to COVID-19, by field of study 
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Source: Statistics Canada, Impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on postsecondary students. 


Work placements take place at different times throughout an academic program and may vary according to field 
of study. In fields such as services, health care, education and trades, where work placements commonly take place 
at the end of a program, cancellations or postponements were more likely among prospective graduates (those 
who planned to graduate in 2020), as they were at the end of their program at the time of the crowdsourcing. 
In fields where work placements were more likely to occur midway through the program, in forms such as 
co-ops (e.g. engineering and engineering technology, science), cancellations and delays were more frequent among 
continuing students (those who planned to graduate in a later year). 
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Chart 2 
Proportion of participants with a work placement cancelled or delayed due to COVID-19, by field of study and graduate status 
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Source: Statistics Canada, Impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on postsecondary students. 


The cancellation or delay of a work placement could impact a graduate’s integration into the workforce and their 
future career prospects. Among prospective graduates, 52% who had a work placement delayed or cancelled 
were very or extremely concerned that their credential would be considered less valuable than the credentials of 
graduates unaffected by COVID-19. In comparison, 37% who did not have a work placement delayed or cancelled 
expressed significant concerns in this area. 


Students in work placements are sometimes paid, and therefore a cancelled or delayed work placement could also 
impact their financial situation. About 86% of those with a cancelled or delayed work placement reported being 
very or extremely concerned about the impact of the pandemic on their personal finances, compared with 72% 
of those who did not have a cancelled or delayed work placement (Chart 3). Similar results were found for both 
continuing students and prospective graduates. Participants with a cancelled or delayed work placement were also 
more likely to be concerned about their ability to pay for current expenses or the need to use up their savings. 
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Chart 3 
Proportion of participants very or extremely concerned about selected financial impacts of COVID-19 pandemic, by whether 
they had a work placement cancelled or delayed 
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Source: Statistics Canada, Impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on postsecondary students. 


Crowdsourcing results also show that the COVID-19 pandemic had other academic impacts on students such as 
having academic work delayed, postponed or cancelled (see Infographic). Other papers in this series examine the 
academic impacts of the pandemic on students and explore their financial concerns. 


Methodology 


This article is based on a crowdsourcing questionnaire completed by over 100,000 postsecondary students from 
April 19 to May 1, 2020. Crowdsourcing data are not collected under a sample design using a probability-based 
sample. Data was benchmarked to the number of students by province or territory of study, level of study, and 
gender based on data from the Postsecondary Student Information System. Results are subject to potential bias due 
to the fact that responses from participants may not represent the non-participants. Therefore, caution should be 
exercised when interpreting the findings, and no inference about the total postsecondary student population should 
be made based on these results. 
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